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The report on bi-regional scenarios aims at stimulating the design of a 
common vision between the EU and LAC and to serve as a framework to 
identify policy recommendations in line with the different international 
scenarios and the development of the regional integration schemes in the 
EU and LAC.  

The report identifies five key trends and a lists the uncertainties at the interna-
tional level, upon which four  bi-regional scenarios are selected and described in 
terms of the implications on the cultural, scientific and social dimensions:

Scenario 1: Continuity of current trends

• EU is not interested in expanding the scope of bi-regional cooperation, but 
focuses on areas of specific interest. Furthermore, LAC regional integra-
tion remains very modest, thus limiting the bi-regional cooperation to areas 
where the EU is capable and willing to develop regional programs and invest 
the necessary resources or with strategically relevant partners at the bilat-
eral level.In LAC, the different regional integration projects have a very weak 
institutional and legal framework, and very limited social impact.

Scenario 2: EU narrows the focus

• EU limits its attention and resources to a reduced number of areas, which 
in turn enables it to act faster and more decisively in those priority areas. 
LAC integration remains largely unchanged and is limited by political het-
erogeneity and the difficulty of implementing common initiatives. The scope 
of bi-regional policy cooperation shrinks in line with the recalibrated com-
petences of the EU, where cultural, scientific and even social relations not 
directly connected with the functioning of the internal market suffer from 
the narrowing of the focus. The EU de-emphasizes the bi-regional approach 
to EU-LAC cooperation and national policies and bilateral relations gain a 
more visible role.
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Scenario 3: Moving forward

• The EU expands the scope of its competences and policies to many areas, re-
markably in the social policy field but also in STI. The LAC countries strength-
en their regional coordination and cooperation mechanisms, particularly in 
areas that have a positive impact on economic performance and social cohe-
sion. Even in the context of these positive trends, large differences remain in 
the scope and depth of competences of EU and CELAC.

Scenario 4: LAC backslides

• EU is not interested in expanding the scope of bi-regional cooperation, but 
focuses on areas of specific interest under a variable geometry approach. 
LAC national and regional governance worsen, meaning that the drivers of 
bi-regional cooperation are limited to security threats and enhancing control, 
conflict prevention and fight against organized crime on a bilateral level. 
Cooperation on social issues remains, as the EU reinstalls itself as a partner 
pursuing a holistic approach to confront illicit drugs and crime; however, as 
LAC becomes an increasingly unpredictable partner, EU motivation  
gradually dries up.


