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The report analyses the EU-CELAC dialogue on social issues, the thematic 
areas that could be of interest for such a dialogue and whether the welfare 
reform processes in the two regions have common orientations, by focus-
ing on three aspects:

Cooperation programmes: An Analysis of EUROsociAL, SOCIEUX and NIPs to 
determine LAC’s interest in EU welfare experiences showed that: 

• There is a genuine interest in the EU social model; however, no common area 
of interest among LAC countries in specific EU MS policies is perceived.

• Potential areas of further cooperation are justice, employment policies and 
social protection of vulnerable groups.

Discourse: An analysis of the EU perceptions regarding social policies in LAC  
in order to capture potential interesting areas for bi-regional cooperation  
illustrated that:

• There is a limited interest from EU social policy makers in concrete LAC wel-
fare reforms as the general level of social progress in LAC is considered lower 
than that of EU countries, which might be product of lack of knowledge.

• However, certain LAC policies are of interest, such as public sector transpar-
ency policies, protection of minors, inclusion of specific groups, and inte-
grated care policy. 

Concepts: A comparison of the two regions regarding the alignment of social 
policy reforms with the concept of Social Investment paradigm was done by 
looking at policy reforms in Uruguay, Chile, Peru, Dominican Republic and Costa 
Rica. Results confirmed indications of reciprocal influences:
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• EU and LAC countries are using similar approaches in the field of the welfare 
reforms that they are implementing.

• Since 2008 LAC countries have been implementing welfare reforms that fall 
in line with the principles of the social investment paradigm.

Overall, the bi-regional relations between EU and LAC in the field of social policy 
and welfare reforms have not been equilibrated as, traditionally, LAC has been 
interested in learning from the EU but not vice versa, because the position that 
has prevailed in the EU discourse is that the EU cannot learn from LAC. That is 
why emphasis has been on knowledge transfer from the EU to LAC countries.

However, welfare reforms in both regions have common orientations and these 
areas of mutual interest can be identified and used as a basis for common areas 
of collaboration. 


