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The report delivers an overview over the social realities in the EU and LAC 
as well as a reflection of these realities within the bi-regional relations, 
covering the evolution, state of the art, and current debates on different 
social models and issues in the two regions. The main instruments, trends, 
and challenges of the European Social Model (in fact, the different Euro-
pean Social Models), as well as the different social models in LAC are as-
sessed and the main current debates identified. Subsequently, the report 
digs into the scientific and public debates on social issues in the EU and 
LAC. Special attention is put on the social dimension in CELAC and the EU 
in their role as regional integration projects.

The EU social dimension is distinguished by the important role of law as a deci-
sive instrument in European social and economic integration in comparison to 
other regional social policy approaches; however, Member States competencies 
remain very large in the area of social issues and, therefore the implementation 
power of the EU is limited to those related to the common market, such as free 
movement of workers and their rights on health, safety, social security and anti-
discrimination.

In LAC, social policy coverage has expanded dramatically, not least because of 
social mobilization. However, no entity has pushed common social standards 
or common legislation at the regional level. The report dives into the regional 
dialogue in three phases and highlights how continuity is observed in terms of 
priorities around poverty and inequality, sustainable development and human 
rights, as well as terrorism and drug trafficking. Emerging themes include topics 
associated with culture, diversity and discrimination, and MDG/SDGs. 

At the bi-regional level, the social dimension is limited to joint declarations and 
non-binding norms. Furthermore, current trends put similar social challenges 
on the political agendas. Especially social inclusion and anti-discrimination of 
vulnerable groups stand out.
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In the analysis of research trajectories it becomes clear that the European aca-
demic community is looking towards LAC regarding topics related to post-neo-
liberal reforms, non-discriminatory politics, democratic inclusion and alternative 
economic concepts in relation to its effects on vulnerable groups such as mi-
grants or women. On the other side, LAC researchers are increasingly publishing 
on topics such as social inclusion. Regarding joint EU-LAC publications, the topics 
are more wide-spread to employment, inequality  and social security.

Main findings:

• The EU context is characterized by the tensions between competences attrib-
uted to EU institutions and those that remain in the Member States. 

• In LAC, the different regional integration projects have a very weak institu-
tional and legal framework, and very limited social impact.

• The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) offer one direction towards the 
renewal of the social dimension of EU-CELAC relations.


